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The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the 

Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries. 

 

Purpose of Course  

The purpose of this course is to equip students to plan, implement and evaluate discipleship 

programs for students by involving both youth ministry and family elements. The family and the 

church are considered the primary environments for the discipleship of youth. 

 

Core Values 

The seminary has five core values. The focal core value for 2017-2018 is Servant Leadership. 

This course supports the five core values of the seminary.  

 

Servant Leadership: We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and influence through 

the nurture and encouragement of those around us.  

Curriculum Competencies Addressed 

NOBTS faculty members realize that all ministers need to develop specific competencies if they 

are going to have an effective ministry. To increase the likelihood of NOBTS graduates having 

an effective ministry, the faculty developed a competency-based curriculum after identifying 

seven essential competencies necessary for effective ministry. All graduates are expected to have 

at least a minimum level of competency in all of the following areas:  

Biblical Exposition: to interpret and communicate the Bible accurately.  

Christian Theological Heritage: To understand and interpret Christian theological heritage 

and Baptist polity for the church.  

Disciplemaking: To stimulate church health through mobilizing the church for missions, 

evangelism, discipleship, and church growth.  
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Interpersonal Skills: To perform pastoral care effectively, with skills in communication and 

conflict management.  

Servant Leadership: To serve churches effectively through team ministry.  

Spiritual and Character Formation: To provide moral leadership by modeling and mentoring 

Christian character and devotion.  

Worship Leadership: To facilitate worship effectively. 

 

This course will address the following curriculum competencies: 

1. Biblical Exposition: Students will explore biblical models for discipleship of youth and 

families. 

2. Theological and historical perspective: Students will compare “traditional” youth 

ministry models and family-based models for discipleship. 

3. Servant Leadership: Students will investigate the church’s role to serve families in their 

efforts to disciple their youth. 

4. Interpersonal Skills: Students will study the relational dynamics between parent and 

teenager, church and teenager, and church and parents and develop the skills needed to 

establish, maintain and strengthen these relationships. 

5. Disciplemaking: Students will examine ways to equip the church, parents, and youth for 

intentional disciple making. 

6. Spiritual and character formation: Students will explore moral leadership and mentoring 

Christian character and devotion for youth through the family context and church 

congregation. 

 

Course Description 

This course will examine the role of youth and family ministry as a means of reaching the un-

churched and providing avenues for growth and ministry for all age groups. The course will 

include the biblical foundation for ministry to youth and families, and analysis of contemporary 

intergenerational characteristics and issues and focus on developing practical ministry strategies 

to provide effective, need-oriented ministries across the generations, emphasizing family context. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

 

Cognitive 

 Students will understand cultural trends that influence and affect adolescents and their 

families. 

 Students will describe common factors and needs among teenagers and the relationship of 

teenagers to other generations, specifically parents. 

 Students will describe and apply a Biblical model to ministry to youth and families. 

 Students will be able to develop a comprehensive theology and philosophy of youth 

discipleship ministry and know how to obtain and use tools to implement their 

philosophies. 

Affective 

 Students will understand and appreciate the different ministry needs of early, middle, and 

late adolescents, especially in relation to families and the developmental and spiritual 

needs typical of parents of teenagers.  
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 Students will value strengthening youth families as a basis for enhancing the discipleship 

of youth. 

 Students will acknowledge and respond to the urgency for equipping and encouraging 

parents to become the primary disciple makers with their youth. 

Behavioral 

 Students will analyze and interpret current data and research on inter-generational issues 

and contemporary families as well as incorporate findings into practical ministry plans 

based on identified themes.  

 Students will develop and deliver a multi-generational relational curriculum that enable 

discipleship and Christian nurture of youth within local church with emphasis on parental 

engagement. 

 Students will construct a comprehensive ministry plan for each generation in their 

community, including an implementation phase, evaluation process and measure of 

success. 

Required Readings 

The following texts and resources are required reading for class discussions and are to be read in 

their entirety unless otherwise specified. 

 

Required Texts 

Clark, Chap (Ed). Adoptive Youth Ministry: Integrating Emerging Generations into the  

Family of Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2016. 

 

Jones, Timothy Paul. Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to  

Make Disciples. Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing Group, 2011. 

 

Ross, Richard. Youth Ministry that Lasts a Lifetime. Fort Worth, TX: Seminary Hill Press, 2017.  

(order online at: https://seminaryhillpress.com/product/youth-ministry-that-lasts-a-

lifetime/) 

 

Optional Texts 

Clark, Chap. Hurt 2.0: Inside the World of Today’s Teenagers. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker  

Academic, 2011. 

 

Dean, Kenda Creasy (Editor), Chap Clark, Chap Clark (Editor), Dave Rahn (Editor), Dave Rahn,  

Kenda Creasy Dean. Starting Right: Thinking Theologically About Youth Ministry. 

Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 2013. 

 

Devries, Mark. Sustainable Youth Ministry. InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, 2008. 

 

DeVries, Mark. Family-Based Youth Ministry. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2004. 

 

Kimmel, Tim. Connecting Church & Home: A Grace-based Partnership. Nashville, TN: Randall  

House, 2013. 
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Course Teaching Methodology 

Units of Study  
The topics of study that will be covered in the course are as follows: discipleship defined, 

contemporary family dynamics in cultural context, parents as disciple makers, the role of the 

church in discipleship, and intergenerational relationships as a means of discipleship.  

 

Teaching Method  
This course will emphasize a format of teaching and learning including class discussion, peer 

reviews, interactive lecture, and individual research, project development and presentations with 

the goal of providing balanced instruction to engage the mind, the will and the emotion of the 

students.  

 

Delivery Format  
The course will be offered through multi-site delivery utilizing Compressed Interactive Video 

(CIV) for the 3-day seminar class meeting format. 

 

Assignments and Evaluation Criteria 

This section includes information concerning requirements and expectations for the course. 

 

1. Textbook Reading. The required textbooks should be read prior to the class meetings 

and students should complete a two-page critical analysis of each textbook content (i.e., 

a total of six pages maximum for the entire assignment). 

a. This assignment is not a summary, but rather identification of the text purpose, 

main ideas, and implications for church ministry practice. 

b. Upload assignment to Blackboard for professor and peer review and students 

should be prepared for discussion during class meetings. 

 

2. Teaching Seminar. Develop a teaching seminar on discipleship for youth families that 

will be taught at your church prior to the NOBTS workshop class meetings. 

a. Annotated Bibliography. Students will prepare an annotated bibliography of at 

least 15 resources to support the seminar content. Include: the bibliographic 

information followed by a brief paragraph of text purpose and content summary 

for each resource (3 to 5 sentences). 

b. Discipleship Survey or Family Interviews. Students will either develop a 

discipleship survey or conduct family interviews to learn current trends on inter-

generational issues and contemporary families. 

i. Discipleship Survey. Students will develop and distribute a discipleship 

survey with a range of 5 to 10 questions based on information from 

textbook reading and annotated bibliography and collect a minimum of 20 

surveys from youth families either in the church and/or the community. 

The survey can be conducted via online, through e-mail or hard copy 

distribution. After the surveys are conducted the students will analyze 

responses for consistent, repeated themes. The themes discovered should 

provide insight for the selection of the teaching seminar content. A one-

page document of themes should be formulate and submitted via 

Blackboard. 
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ii. OR Family Interviews. Students will develop a list of 5 to 7 interview 

questions based on information from textbook reading and annotated 

bibliography and conduct a minimum of 6 in-person interviews with youth 

families in at least two categories such as traditional family with 

teenagers, blended family with teenagers, single-parent family of 

teenagers, guardian family with teenagers (possibly grandparent is serving 

as “parent”). Three interviews with each category are required. For 

example – 3 interviews with 3 different single-parents of teenagers and 3 

interviews with 3 different sets of traditional parents with teenagers. The 

insight discovered from the interview responses should support the 

selection of the teaching seminar content. A one-page summary of insights 

learned from interviews should be created and submitted via Blackboard. 

c. Presentation Materials. Students will design all necessary presentation materials 

for a teaching seminar (i.e., teaching plans, PowerPoint slides, handouts, visual 

aids, activity resources, etc.). 

d. Teaching Session. Students will organize a time to teach the seminar content to 

an audience at their church whom are either responsible for discipling youth or 

associated with youth families or a combination of both. The teaching time should 

be no less than 2-full hours of instruction and may be divided into multiple 

sessions or taught as one single session with a break. NOTE: Preaching/Teaching 

a sermon on the topic does not constitute a teaching session for this course 

requirement. 

3. Peer Critique. All students will upload their assignments to Blackboard for their 

fellow collogues to review and critique. Specific instructions about how to conduct the 

peer critique will appear in Blackboard Discussion Board for each of the following 

items. 

a. Upload annotated bibliography. 

b. Upload discipleship survey or list of interview questions. 

c. Upload one-page of themes from surveys or summary of insights from interviews. 

d. Upload all presentation materials – teaching plans, PowerPoint slides, handouts, 

images of visual aids, lists of activity instructions and resources needed, etc. 

4. Class Presentation. Students will make class presentations of their teaching seminar 

during the class meetings. However, students will reduce their 2-hour presentation to 

approximately half (1-hour). Following each student presentation, a class discussion 

will occur. Students should bring all necessary teaching materials/technology to make 

their class presentation. 

 

Course Evaluation  

The professor will prescribe a grade based upon the student’s satisfactorily completion of the 

following:  

Textbook Reading & Critical Review    10% 

Teaching Seminar       60% 

Annotated Bibliography  

Discipleship Survey or Family Interviews  

Presentation Materials  

Conducted Teaching Session at church  
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Peer Critique        15% 

Class Presentation & Discussion    15% 

Total        100% 

 

Course Policies 

Academic Honesty Policy: All graduate and undergraduate NOBTS students, whether on-

campus, internet, or extension center students, are expected to adhere to the highest Christian 

standard of honesty and integrity when completing academic assignments for all courses in every 

delivery system format. The Bible provides our standard for academic integrity and honesty. 

This standard applies whether a student is taking tests, quizzes, exams, writing papers, 

completing Discussion Boards, or any other course requirement. 

 

Assignment Submission: Assignments are due on the date indicated in the “Assignments and 

Evaluation Criteria” section of the syllabus. Assignments not submitted via Blackboard by the 

assigned date are considered late and will incur an initial 10-point penalty and accumulate a 

one-point penalty for each additional day. Late assignments are due no later than the final day of 

class meetings, no exceptions. If all course assignments are not received by the final day of class, 

a grade of zero is automatically earned for the missing assignments.  

 

Assignment Formatting: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be created in Turabian 

8 format. All written assignments must be Word documents, written in third person unless 

otherwise instructed, and created in 12 pt. Times New Roman font. PDFs will not be accepted.  

  

Grading Scale: Your final grade will be based on your total accumulation of points as indicated 

under the Assignments and Evaluation Criteria section of this syllabus according to the grading 

scale in the NOBTS 2013-2014 catalog. 

 

A 100-93  B 92-85  C 84-77  D 76-70  F 69 and below 

 

Late Assignments: All work is due on the assigned date and time in the syllabus. Late 

assignments will be penalized five points for each day the assignment is late. Assignments will 

not be accepted two weeks past the due date. 

  

Netiquette: Appropriate Online Behavior: Each student is expected to demonstrate 

appropriate Christian behavior when working online. The student is expected to interact with 

other students in a fashion that will promote learning and respect for the opinions of others in the 

course. A spirit of Christian charity is expected at all times in the online environment. 

 

Plagiarism: A high standard of personal integrity is expected of all students. Copying another 

person’s work, submitting downloaded material without proper references, submitting material 

without properly citing the source, submitting the same material for credit in more than one 

course, and other such forms of dishonesty are strictly forbidden. Although anything cited in 

three sources is considered public domain, we require that all sources be cited. Any infraction 

will result in failing the course. Any infraction will be reported to the Dean of Students for 

further action. 
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Recording Policy: Recordings of class, including any audio and/or video recordings, regardless 

of the media or format, and regardless of the intended or actual use, are not permitted without 

prior written permission of the professor. The class will be notified in advance should any such 

recording be approved. This policy is intended to protect the privacy of the students.  

 

Revision of the Syllabus: The course syllabus is not a legal contract. Any syllabus revision will 

be preceded by a reasonable notice to students. The standards and requirements set forth in this 

syllabus may be modified at any time by the professor. Notice of such changes will be by 

announcement in class or by email notice. 

 

Withdrawal from the Course: The administration has set deadlines for withdrawal. These dates 

and times are published in the academic calendar. Administration procedures must be followed. 

You are responsible to handle withdrawal requirements. A professor can’t issue a withdrawal. 

You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you will not receive a final grade of "F" in the 

course if you choose not to attend once you are enrolled. 

 

Additional Information 
Blackboard and SelfServe Information: You are responsible for maintaining current 

information regarding contact information on Blackboard and SelfServe. The professor will 

utilize both to communicate with the class. Blackboard and SelfServe do not share information 

so you must update each. Assignment grades will be posted to Blackboard.   

 

Correspondence with the Professor: Every effort is made to respond to emails and phone calls 

within 24-48 hours, excluding weekends. Please feel free to contact the professor(s) with any 

question you may have regarding this course.  

 

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”: This is the official NOBTS Writing Center 

online help site for writing academic papers and essays. 

http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html You will discover writing guides, tips, and valuable 

information to help you become a better writer. Go here for Turabian and APA style helps and 

guidelines. You will also find language fonts for Greek and Hebrew. 

 

Hurricane/Severe Weather Evacuation: In the event of a hurricane or other emergency, go to 

the seminary web site for information: www.nobts.edu. See Blackboard for any announcements 

that may be posted. You should ensure your email address is updated on Blackboard.  

For up-to-date weather information stay tuned to:  

 WBSN FM-89.1 

 WWL Channel 4 

 WWL AM-870 

 www.nobts.edu  

Mandatory Evacuation: Hurricane season lasts from June 1 to November 30. If the Mayor or the 

President of NOBTS recommends that you leave the city, then do so. If a mandatory evacuation 

is called everyone except emergency personnel must leave. Staying on campus is not an option. 

See the Student Handbook for further information regarding hurricane preparedness, evacuation, 

and shelter. 

 

http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html
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NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging Service: Once you have established a SelfServe account 

you may sign up for the NOBTS emergency text messaging service by going to 

http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html . 

 

Office Hours: Please contact the professor via email.  

 

Special Needs: If you need an accommodation for any type of disability, please set up a time to 

meet with the professor(s) to discuss any modifications you may need that are able to be 

provided. 

 

Student Services 
This is a partial list of NOBTS student services available to all students, no matter your delivery system 

or location.  If you have questions or do not see what you need here, please refer to 

www.nobts.edu/studentservices, email us at studentservices@nobts.edu, or call the Dean of Students 

office at 800-662-8701, ext. 3283. We are glad to assist you! 

 

Need Email Phone Web Page 
Advising – 

Graduate Program 
studentservices@nobts.edu 

504.282.4455 

x3312 

www.nobts.edu/registrar/default.html 

#advising  

Advising – 

Undergraduate 

Program 

 
lcadminasst@nobts.edu 

504.816.8590 www.nobts.edu/LeavellCollege  

Church Minister 

Relations 

(for ministry jobs) 

cmr@nobts.edu 
504.282.4455 

x3291 
www.nobts.edu/CMR 

Financial Aid financialaid@nobts.edu 
504.282.4455 

x3348 
www.nobts.edu/financialaid 

PREP 

(help to avoid 

student debt) 

Prepassistant1@nobts.edu 504.816.8091 www.nobts.edu/prep  

Gatekeeper 

NOBTS news 
pr@nobts.edu 504.816.8003 nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com 

Information 

Technology Center 
itcsupport@nobts.edu 504.816.8180 selfserve.nobts.edu 

Help with 

Blackboard 

blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.e

du 
504.816.8180 nobts.blackboard.com 

Library 
library@nobts.edu 

 
504.816.8018 www.nobts.edu/Library 

Online library 

resources 
library@nobts.edu 504.816.8018 

http://www.nobts.edu/research-

links/default.html 

Writing and 

Turabian style help 
library@nobts.edu 504.816.8018 http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html 

http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/studentservices
mailto:studentservices@nobts.edu
mailto:studentservices@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/registrar/default.html#advising
http://www.nobts.edu/registrar/default.html#advising
mailto:lcadminasst@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/LeavellCollege
mailto:cmr@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/CMR
mailto:financialaid@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/financialaid
mailto:Prepassistant1@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/prep
mailto:pr@nobts.edu
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/
mailto:itcsupport@nobts.edu
https://selfserve.nobts.edu/Home.aspx
mailto:blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.edu
mailto:blackboardhelpdesk@nobts.edu
https://nobts.blackboard.com/
mailto:library@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/Library
mailto:library@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/research-links/default.html
http://www.nobts.edu/research-links/default.html
mailto:library@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/writing/default.html
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For additional library resources in your state, check http://www.nobts.edu/library/interlibrary-loan.html 

• GALILEO for Georgia students 

• LALINC for Louisiana students 

• Florida Virtual Library (http://www.flelibrary.org/) for Florida students 
• Interact with us online at – 

 
  

Guest Housing 

(Providence Guest 

House) 

ph@nobts.edu 
504.282.4455 

x4455 
www.provhouse.com  

Student 

Counseling 
lmccc@nobts.edu 504.816.8004 

www.nobts.edu/studentservices/counselings

ervices.html 

Women’s 

Programs 

womensacademic@nobts.ed

u 

 

504.282.4455 

x3334 
www.nobts.edu/women 

http://www.nobts.edu/library/interlibrary-loan.html
http://www.flelibrary.org/
mailto:ph@nobts.edu
http://www.provhouse.com/
mailto:lmccc@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/studentservices/counselingservices.html
http://www.nobts.edu/studentservices/counselingservices.html
mailto:womensacademic@nobts.edu
mailto:womensacademic@nobts.edu
http://www.nobts.edu/women
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Course Schedule 

A schedule of class meetings and topics to be addressed at each meeting. 

 

 Wednesday, May 30  
 11:30am – 5pm (CST) – New Orleans  

 and 12:30pm – 6pm (EST) – Atlanta 

   Textbook Content Discussions 

   Professor Topical Presentation and Discussion 

   Student Teaching Presentations 

   Class Discussion Following Presentations 

 

 Thursday, May 31  
 8am – 5 pm (CST) – New Orleans  

 and 9am – 6pm (EST) – Atlanta 

   Professor Topical Presentation and Discussion 

   Student Teaching Presentations 

   Class Discussion Following Presentations 

 

 Friday, June 1  
 8am – 5pm (CST) – New Orleans  

 and 9am – 6pm (EST) - Atlanta 

   Professor Topical Presentation and Discussion 

   Student Teaching Presentations 

   Class Discussion Following Presentations 

   Course Wrap up 


